
THE FINAL JOIN OF DOUBLE (FOLD) BINDING…..WITH A DIAGONAL SEAM! 
 

 
 

Note:  I cut my binding 2½ inches wide then fold in half; this gives me a finished binding width of 3/8 

inches.  Why 2½ inches wide?  Two reasons (1) I use my walking foot to attach the binding to my quilt 

and with the needle positioned to the extreme right & lining up the edge of my quilt with the right edge 

of my walking foot, I end up with a seam width of 3/8 inch; and (2) I cut the left-over 2½ inch binding 

strips into squares – perfect for 4-patches or 9-patches – and add to my “scraps stash”. 

THE PROCESS: 

Remember how wide you cut your binding strip.  In this case, 2½ inches. 

 

Starting on one side of your quilt, sew the binding on all around your quilt, leaving an unsewn 

opening of (at a minimum) 10 inches.   I prefer to leave a gap of 12+ inches and a good overlap 

between the beginning and the ending of my binding strip. 

 

Lay the quilt with the unsewn binding edge facing you and overlap the two ends of the 

binding strip by the cut width of your binding (in this case, 2½ inches).   

To do this, I place a small rotary cutting mat between the quilt top and the two ends of the binding.  At 

the approximate mid-point of the unsewn gap, I cut one the binding strips along a ruler mark on the mat 

(as I’m right handed, I cut the right strip).  Then, I move that strip out of the way, lay down the other 

(left) strip and measure 2½ inches from the ruler mark; cut the binding strip.  If you now lay the binding 

strips in place, you will have the ends overlapping by 2½ inches.  Remove the cutting mat. 

 

With right sides together, align the ends of each side of the binding with the cut edge of the 

other side of the binding.  Mark the diagonal from corner to corner and pin in place.  

  

To do this, I open up the right binding strip, right side 

up and keep the edge aligned to the edge of the quilt.  

Then, open up the left binding strip, right side down 

(i.e., wrong side up) and align the cut edge along the 

edge of the quilt while overlapping the right binding 

end.  You will need to fold the quilt top a bit to allow 

correct alignment.  
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Stitch along the marked diagonal line and then check alignment.  Trim excess fabric from the 

wrong side (approximate ¼ inch seam allowance), finger-press the seam open and complete 

sewing on your binding.   

 

 
 

 
Diagonal stitched and excess fabric trimmed but 
not yet removed. 

 

 
 

 
Excess removed and the seams are ready to be 
finger-pressed open. 

 

 
 

 
Binding is lying flat and ready to be pinned then 
sewn to quilt top. 

 


